and, even thus early, have begun to revolve in
his mind those more vigorous policies he would
advocate once he had a voice in her councils.
Fulke Greville has related how Sidney conceived
a plan far bolder than any simple intervention
in the conflict across the Channel, which was all
that Languet, with his narrower and less imagi-
native mind, could contemplate. His plan was to
attack Spain at home, or abroad in her vast trea-
suries overseas. It was this conception, no doubt,
that Inspired Sidney's interest in the narratives
of the navigators whom he met later in England,
And it Is this conception, also, that gives signi-
ficance to that long letter, written after his re-
turn, In which he announces Frobisher's supposed
discovery of a gold island in the North Atlantic,
and eagerly asks Languet's advice about meth-
ods of mining. The latter seems not to have dis-
cerned the real motive that underlay Sidney's in-
terest in this matter, and admonishes him some-
what sorrowfully, as if he too had yielded to the
common lure. But it Is easy to understand and to
justify on higher grounds Sidney's appreciation
of the importance of this discovery. For, had it
proved authentic, it would have provided Eng-
land with the means she needed for such an
enterprise as Sidney kept in mind*
. The significance of the letters is by no means
limited to what they reveal of the attitude of
the writers towards contemporary events- Of
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